Shirley Ann Patterson

August 20, 1935 - December 11, 2024

Shirley Ann Patterson, 89, of Cape Girardeau passed away Wednesday, Dec.
11, 2024, at her home in the presence of her family.

She was born Aug. 20, 1935, in Bonne Terre to Chester Orvil and Verba Edith
Hoff Wigger. Her family moved to De Soto in her early elementary years.
Where she enjoyed so many wonderful, youthful activities such as going down
to Joachim Creek in the summer to roam the creek with family and friends.

She graduated in 1953 from De Soto High School and attended Hannibal
LaGrange College in Hannibal. She married Carl William Patterson on March
3, 1956, at the First Baptist Church in De Soto.

Shirley went back to college to get a teaching degree from Quincy University
in 1976. She loved her school kids and worked hard to help each child to
succeed. Later, she returned to Southeast Missouri State University and
obtained a master's in elementary/secondary school counseling, in 1987. She
went on to work in teaching as a counselor. After retiring, she substitute taught
in Cape Girardeau and the surrounding school districts.

Shirley was an active member of United Methodist Women. She was active at
all levels of UMW, from her Lydia Home Circle Meeting to the four-year
Assembly Meetings that represented women from around the globe. She



chose to lead not only meetings, but taught mission studies and led studies
focusing on areas of concern where lack of dignity and respect was a
concern. Shirley held many offices at local to conference levels. Whether the
office was ribbon coordinator or president at district level, she carried each out
with the conviction that God is capable of making a meaningful difference in
this world in the name of Jesus Christ.

Shirley had a beautiful voice and loved to sing. She sang alto in every church
choir. In addition, when they moved to the Jackson/Cape Girardeau area, she
became involved in the University Choral Union.

Shirley enjoyed her weekly church service, crossword puzzles and reading
and was active in local Democratic meetings, including Democratic Women.
She attended the 2000 Democratic Convention in Los Angeles, California, as
a delegate. She also served as a Cape Girardeau County election judge for
25 years and on the Cape Girardeau Vision 2020 Planning Board.

Her survivors include her husband, Carl Patterson of Cape Girardeau; three
sons, David Patterson, and grandson, Daniel Donald Patterson of Tulsa,
Oklahoma; Douglas Patterson of Williams, Arizona, and granddaughter, Carly
Sothouse, and grandsonc Kyle Patterson; and Daniel Patterson of Katy,
Texas, and grandson, Samuel Patterson, and granddaughter, Molly Patterson;
a daughter,Dori Ann Patterson of Cape Girardeau, and grandson, Gregory
Bearce, and her great-grandson, lan Bearce, and granddaughter, Elizabeth
Ann Bearce; a brother, James Wigger of Alton, lllinois; and a sister, Patsy
Declue of Florida.

Shirley was preceded in death by her parents; brothers, Edward and Kenneth
Wigger; sister, Alleen Glick; and grandson, Matthew Glenn Patterson.

A celebration of life ceremony will be held on January 4, 2025 at 11:00 am at



New McKendree (High Street).

Memorial contributions may be given to New McKendree United Methodist
Church, 225 S. High St., Jackson, MO 63755.

Ford and Sons Mount Auburn Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.

Online condolences may be made at www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com.
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Tribute Wall

Shirley was a dedicated Cape Girardeau County Election Judge for
many years. She will be missed. My sincere condolences to Carl
and family.

Kara Clark Summers - December 18, 2024 at 04:15 PM
The heavenly choir will have another singer this year. Blessings to

Carl and children.

Beverly A Kasten - December 18, 2024 at 02:51 PM



