Rex Henson
October 19, 2009

Rex Allen Henson, 86, of Poplar Bluff, Mo., died Monday, Oct. 19, 2009, at
Southeast Missouri Hospital in Cape Girardeau. He was born Dec. 2, 1922, in
Poplar Bluff, to Matthew W. and Ivah Sanders Henson. He and Myra Lee
Tinsley were married June 2, 1946, at Poplar Bluff. Henson was a member of
First Baptist Church in Poplar Bluff. He attended Mark Twain Grade School
and Marble Hill School in the county before entering Poplar Bluff High School,
graduating in 1939. He completed two years of study at Southeast Missouri
State Teachers College (now Southeast Missouri State University) before a
brief stint in Officer Candidate School (OCS) in the U.S. Marine Corps at Notre
Dame University. He returned to Poplar Bluff to clerk in the Henson & Henson
Law Firm with his father and uncle. He worked in the family firm and studied
for the bar until licensed April 10, 1948. He was later joined in the firm by his
brother, John D. Henson, and continued the Henson & Henson firm until his
election to the bench in 1966. In his final years of practice he's believed to be
the last practicing attorney who did not attend law school. He marked 61 years
as a licensed attorney April 10, 2009. He was elected Butler County
prosecuting attorney and served from 1950 to 1956. He was also elected
circuit judge of the 36th Judicial Circuit (Butler and Ripley counties) from 1967
to 1991. Henson served as a Taft delegate to the Republican National
Convention in 1952 in Chicago. In 1991 he joined the Edmundson Law Firm,
where he worked 15-plus years. In his younger years, Rex was an avid
sportsman, hunting and fishing, and was a dedicated historian of his family's



genealogy. He was always a consumate storyteller of his experiences, and his
wit and character were spellbinding. But his true joy came from family, cooking
and visiting with friends. Survivors include his wife, Myra Lee Henson of
Poplar Bluff; two sons, Mark Henson and wife Beverly of Poplar Bluff, Matt
Henson and wife Patti of Cape Girardeau; three daughters, Jane Henson
Bishop of Sevierville, Tenn., Nancy Henson Kopp and husband Jacob of New
Hope, Pa., Cindy Henson Woodruff and husband Keith of Kirkwood, Mo.; a
brother, John D. Henson and wife Billie of Sweetwater, Tenn.; and a brother-
in-law, Lee Bryan of Poplar Bluff. Also nine grandchildren, Lance Henson and
wife Melanie, Kristie Lepold and husband Jeff, Johanna Bishop, Sarah
Bishop, Luke Henson, Rachel Henson, Laura Henson, John Woodruff,
Katherine Woodruff; four great-grandchildren, Carlen Marie Lepold, Alexis
Grace Lepold, Colton Robert Henson and Wyatt Mark Henson. He was
preceded in death by his parents; a sister, Bernita Bryan; and a son-in-law,
Doug Bishop. There will be no visitation. The funeral will be at 1 p.m. Friday
October 23, 2009 at First Baptist Church in Poplar Bluff, with the Rev. John
Harwell officiating. Private family burial will be in Poplar Bluff City Cemetery.
Ford and Sons Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau is in charge of
arrangements. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to the Rex A.
Henson Memorial Fund in care of Poplar Bluff School Foundation, 1110 N.
Westwood Blvd., Poplar Bluff, MO 63901, or the charity of your choice.
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I am so sorry for your loss. May "the God of all comfort” (2
Corinthians 1:3,4) comfort and soothe your heart. His promises,
found in the Holy Scriptures, can offer much hope. It assures us at
John 5:28,29 that our loved ones will be remembered and brought
back to life in the resurrection. Please allow God's Word to
strengthen you and help you to endure this most difficult time.

G.FORD - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Our prayers are with the Henson family. We are sorry for you loss.
May God comfort and keep you all at this time.

Sheena (Tibbs) Carson/ Ralph Tibbs - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Wish | knew the words to say, that would make us all feel comforted
in the loss of such a remarkable and memorable man. Without
needing to write it, you all know what my family thought of Rex, and
the respect we felt for him as a counselor, judge, and overall great
human being. My heartfelt condolences to all of you in this sorrowful
time. One consolation may be, that the imprint that he's left on your
hearts will never fade away... All my best, Ed Jr.

Ed Friedewald Il - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time. |
have very fond memories of Judge Henson and have always
referred to him as "the wisest man" I've ever known. May you find
comfort in your memories.

Kati Wylie - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM



| want to let you know that my prayers and thoughts are with the
family. What a great loss to our family. I'll always remember the
great times | enjoyed with all of you over the years.

Ruth Marie Taylor - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM
We are so sorry to hear about the loss of Judge Henson. He was a
remarkable and memorable man. Our thoughts are with you all.

Sid and Gail Spragins - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM
Dear Myra Lee and Matt and family, We were so sorry to hear about
your loss, please know you are in our thoughts and prayers. Keep
all memories near and dear and broken hearts will mend. Love to

alll!!

Ruby Dunn & Debbie (Dunn) Boehmer - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM



