
Mary Margaret Hays
June 8, 1927 - May 9, 2026

With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of Mary Margaret Hays, a
cherished matriarch, who peacefully left this world on May 9, 2026, at the
Lutheran Home. 

Born on June 8, 1927, in MaIden, Missouri, Mary was a beacon of warmth and
grace, whose life was defined by love, family, and faith. 

 

Mary was the beloved daughter of Elmer Joseph and Mary Katherine Heck,
and she joins them along with her six sisters, one brother, and her devoted
husband, Bill Hays, in eternal rest. Despite the profound loss of these loved
ones, her spirit remains vibrant through the legacy of her surviving family: four
devoted children, eight adoring grandchildren, sixteen great-grandchildren,
and five great-greatgrandchildren. Each of them carries a piece of her heart,
stitched together with threads of love and God's blessings. 

 

From an early age, Mary embodied resilience and determination. Entering the
workforce at just 15, she chopped cotton for a man who would later enable
her and Bill to purchase the land that became their family farm, a place of
nurturing and growth. Mary also applied her skills as a seamstress at the shirt
factory and served as a clerk at the local five and dime, always with a
commitment to providing for those she loved. 

 



Mary found joy in simple pleasures, like cooking hearty meals for her family
and creating beautiful quilts to keep them warm. She cherished quiet
moments on her porch swing, where she would reflect on the beauty of nature
and the blessings of her life. Above all, Mary delighted in her roles as a
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, showering her descendants
with unconditional love and unwaverIng prayers. 

 

Her life was a tapestry woven with care and compassion, and she will be
remembered as a woman who loved deeply and lived fully. Her family offers a
heartfelt message: "She stitched together a family covered with love and
God's Blessings." 

 

The family extends their deepest gratitude to the compassionate staff of the
Lutheran Home for the care and kindness they provided during Mary's final
days. 

 

Mary Hays' legacy is one of love, strength, and faith, and she will be
profoundly missed by all who had the privilege of knowing her. May her
memory continue to inspire those she leaves behind. 

 

Visitation will be 9:30 am to 10:30 am Friday, May 15, 2026 at Ford & Sons
Mt. Auburn Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau. 

 

Funeral service will follow at 10:30 am Friday at the funeral home with the
Rev. Paul Short officiating. 

 

Burial will be at Cape County Memorial Park Cemetery in Cape Girardeau. 
 

Online condolences may be made at www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Cape County Memorial Park Cemetery

2315 Highway 61 North
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 334-1909
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/

Upcoming Events

Visitation

MAY 15. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

Ford and Sons Mt. Auburn Chapel
1001 N. Mt. Auburn Rd.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Funeral Service

MAY 15. 10:30 AM (CT)

Ford and Sons Mt. Auburn Chapel
1001 N. Mt. Auburn Rd.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/

