
Henry Morris Sessoms Sr.
May 14, 1935 - January 15, 2022

Henry Morris Sessoms, Sr., 86, of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, died peacefully
on January 15, 2022, at Life Care Center in Cape Girardeau, after a year of
declining health. Henry was born on May 14, 1935 in Nashville, Tennessee,
the youngest of five children born to John Broadus and Adelene Lackey
Sessoms. 
Henry was educated in the Nashville public schools and graduated from West
End High School in 1953. He attended Vanderbilt University from 1953 until
1955 when he entered Naval Aviation training. Upon receiving a medical
discharge the following year, he attended Middle Tennessee State University
in Murfreesboro and graduated with a B.S. degree in Mathematics in 1958.
After two years as an actuarial assistant with National Life and Accident
Insurance Company in Nashville, he entered graduate school at George
Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville, earning an M.A. degree in English
in 1961. He then joined the English Department of Southeast Missouri State
College. He served the University until his retirement on May 21, 1999, except
for a leave taken from 1965 through 1967 to earn his Ph.D. degree in English
from Vanderbilt University. This made him the senior faculty member in terms
of service at the time, a record that has since been broken by other faculty. He
was promoted to Professor of English in 1970 and was Chair of the English
Department from 1968 to 1993. 
Henry was instrumental in building many of SEMO's international
partnerships. He was a long-term director of the Missouri London Program



from its inception in 1982 until his retirement. He also built relationships with
multiple schools and universities in Japan and China, including Shanghai
Teachers University, where he taught in 1989. However, the student uprising
in Beijing's Tiananmen Square cut short his semester of teaching in China.
Upon his return to the United States, he made many presentations to civic and
educational groups about his experiences in China during the uprising. Henry
also served as the director of the University's Center of International Studies
from 1984 to 1986. Henry's international work continued with his wife Tammy
and friends Nancy and Tim Blattner, when they began an effort in 2008 to
promote literacy by collecting and sending books to rural communities in
Belize. 
Another professional activity important to Henry was the 20 years he and his
wife Tammy spent grading English Advanced Placement examinations, which
led to longtime friendships with colleagues throughout the United States. He
was a member of SEMO's President's Council and Copper Dome Society, and
of Centenary United Methodist Church, where he taught Sunday School for
many years and served as Chair of the Wesley Foundation. 

 

Henry was a slow pitch softball pitcher in the 1970's for the Profs, a team of
middle-aged professors who bested teams easily twenty years their junior. He
also played regular tennis matches and pickup basketball with fellow SEMO
faculty, staff, and students, until a knee replacement forced his retirement from
sports at age 75. For many years, Henry and his friends Max Cordonnier and
Martin Needels walked regularly through downtown Cape, "supervising" the
construction of both the River Campus and the Bill Emerson Memorial Bridge. 

Henry faced many health challenges, beginning in 1979 with his first heart
bypass surgery. His will to live and the excellent care provided by Saint
Thomas Hospital in Nashville, both Cape Girardeau hospitals, and a host of
physicians and other medical professionals, helped him lead a long,
productive life. The family expresses their gratitude to all of Henry's



caregivers, with a special place in our hearts for longtime physician Dr. Clifford
R. Talbert, as well as the caregivers at Crown Hospice and the Life Care
Center who provided comfort in the last week of his life. 

Survivors include his wife Tamara "Tammy" Baldwin Sessoms of Cape
Girardeau and two children, Deidre Bates (David DeNuzzo) Sessoms of
Sacramento, California, and Henry "Hank" Morris (Shannon) Sessoms, Jr., of
Cape Girardeau. He is also survived by three grandsons, Alexander Sessoms
DeNuzzo, Jason "Jace" Sessoms DeNuzzo, and Henry "Trey" Morris
Sessoms, III, in addition to many beloved nieces, nephews, grandnieces,
grandnephews, extended family, and well-loved pup Ben the dog. Henry is
also survived by his sister Joyce Tallent of Johnson City, TN, father-in-law Bill
Baldwin, Sr., brothers-in-law Bill Baldwin, Jr., and Chris Baldwin, all of Charter
Oak, MO. Henry was preceded in death by his first wife Shirley Huffman
Sessoms, his parents, a sister, Eska (S.C.) Garrison; two brothers, John
Broadus (Enith) Sessoms, Jr., and Bradford Kent Sessoms; brother-in-law
John Tallent, mother-in-law Becky Baldwin, and his beloved Bob Dog. 

Friends may call from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Friday at Ford & Sons Mount
Auburn Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau. 

Funeral service will be at 10:00 a.m. Saturday at the funeral home, followed
by burial at Cape County Memorial Park Cemetery in Cape Girardeau. 

Memorials may be given to the Larry and Kathy Jones Family H.O.P.E.
Campaign (P.O. Box 1785, Cape Girardeau, MO, 63701), the Humane Society
of Southeast Missouri (semopets.org), the Henry Sessoms Endowed
International Study Scholarship (semo.edu/giving), Friends of the Cape
Girardeau Public Library (capelibrary.org/foundation), or Centenary United
Methodist Church. Online condolences may be made at www.fordandsonsfun



eralhome.com.



Cemetery Details

Cape County Memorial Park Cemetery

2315 Highway 61 North
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
(573) 334-1909
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 21. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Ford and Sons Mt. Auburn
1001 N. Mt. Auburn Rd.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Funeral Service

JAN 22. 10:00 AM (CT)

Ford and Sons Mt. Auburn Chapel
1001 N. Mt. Auburn Rd.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/
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Sandy Hermann - January 24, 2022 at 11:36 AM

My heartfelt condolences to Tammy and all of Henry's family on his
passing. He had a huge impact on all of his students. 

 Fondly, 
 Sandy Hermann

Bernie Phelan - January 22, 2022 at 08:11 PM

Henry. I always looked forward to seeing you and your wife at AP.
What a stellar human being. Your wife as well. I haven't seen you in
a while but i miss you. blessing to your family in this difficult time,
Bernie Phelan

Adelaide Heyde Parsons - January 22, 2022 at 06:59 PM

I first met Henry in 1986 when he interviewed me for a position to
start an Intensive English Program and the Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages Program (TESOL). Both grew quickly
in numbers of students and worldwide scope of students and
teachers served. His sense of humor always carried the day! He will
be missed! 

  
Bob and I are deeply appreciative of all that he did for the
University, the English Department, and especially the IEP and
TESOL Programs.
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Eska Spiteri - January 22, 2022 at 11:53 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Qiyu Zhang - January 22, 2022 at 08:51 AM

My heart was broken on hearing the sad news. Dr. Sessoms was
my most respected and admired professor with profound
knowledge, a sense of humor, understanding, and a loving heart. I
always feel lucky to be his student in China and to know him and his
wife Tammy. With their care, support, encouragement, and
friendship I successfully completed my studies at SEMO and later
became a NYC public school teacher. My gratitude to them are
beyond the words that can express. Dr. Sessoms will be
remembered and missed! Tammy, you will be in my thoughts and
prayers! 

  
Qiyu

January 20, 2022 at 02:47 PM

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the
family of Henry Morris Sessoms Sr..

https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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John Taylor - January 20, 2022 at 12:57 PM

I can't do better than my son,Wes,below so I'll just add my
"Amen".John Taylor,

Wesley Taylor - January 20, 2022 at 12:15 PM

The world lost a smart,, funny, and immensely talented man in
Henry Sessoms. He could talk to you about anything, and you
always walked away from conversations with him feeling wiser
about the subject matter. He and his contributions to so many great
causes made this earth a better place. Rest In Peace, Henry, you
will be missed. 
 
Sending love, strength, and confidence to Tammy and the rest of his
Henry’s family, 
 
With kindest regards, 
 
~Wesley Taylor, 
grandson of Henry’s older sister, Joyce Tallent, of Johnson City,
Tennessee.

Ann White-Taylor - January 19, 2022 at 11:43 PM

So sorry for your loss, Tammy. Your memories will sustain you.

Terry Lueck - January 19, 2022 at 08:27 PM

I will always think of you and Henry stealing away during AJHA
conventions to celebrate your anniversaries.
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john c bierk - January 19, 2022 at 04:48 PM

john c bierk purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Henry Morris Sessoms
Sr..

Julie Williams - January 19, 2022 at 04:44 PM

Sending much love to you, Tammy. Many condolences and many
happy memories.

January 19, 2022 at 09:13 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Henry Morris Sessoms Sr..

Sue tippen - January 19, 2022 at 08:43 AM

Tammy, so sorry for your loss. Prayers are with you and your family.
Sue Tippen

January 18, 2022 at 04:43 PM

Love's Tapestry was purchased for the family of
Henry Morris Sessoms Sr..

https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1423&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1423&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

