Gary Birk

October 13, 1963 - March 20, 2021

Gary Birk, 57, passed away suddenly at home on Saturday, March 20, 2021.

Gary was born October 13, 1963 at St. Mary's Hospital in Cairo, lllinois to
Charles and Shirley Birk.

He grew up on the family farm which was a place of much joy to him.

He graduated Egyptian High School with his many friends of the "Great class
of 1981."

In the spring of 1989, he reconnected with an old school friend, Yvonne
Lessar, and one year later they eloped and were married April 16, 1990 at the
home of Mr. Eric Wingo in Cape Girardeau.

On January 14, 1992, he welcomed his baby girl, Kara to the family. A
nervous dad, but he did alright and loved and taught her his skills as a Sensi
martial artist, Kung Fu through his own dojo "Circle of the Iron Fist."

Gary was a former IDOC correctional officer and was the first group of
employees that opened Shawnee Correctional Center. He later transferred to
the Federal System as a senior officer at USP Marion.



He is survived by his loving mother, Shirley Birk of Cape Girardeau; his soul
mate, Yvonne of thirty years; one daughter, Kara (Scott) Green of St. Louis;
one sister, Gena (Raymond) Oxford of McClure, lllinois. His loving nieces and
nephews and special great niece and nephew Sarah and Philip Lessar. He is
also survived by his fur baby Bella Mia. He is also survived by his DOA group
friends.

He is preceded in death by his father, Charles; one brother, Charles Birk Jr.

Visitation will be tomorrow from 4:00-8:00 pm at the Ford and Sons Sprigg
Street Chapel.

Funeral Service will be Wednesday, March 24, 2021 at 11:00 am at the Sprigg
Street Chapel.

Burial will be at Lindsey Cemetery in McClure, lllinois.

Memorial Contributions may be made at St. Francis Care Shelter.



Cemetery Details

Lindsey Cemetery

McClure, IL 62957

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 23. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Ford and Sons Sprigg St. Chapel
118 S. Sprigg St.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

Funeral Service

MAR 24. 11:00 AM (CT)

Ford and Sons Sprigg St. Chapel
118 S. Sprigg St.
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703



Tribute Wall

Ghirardelli Gift Basket was purchased for the W
family of Gary Birk.

March 26, 2021 at 11:05 PM

Our sincere condolences to the Birk's. We have a great deal of
respect for the Birk family. Am sure Shirley is the only one who
remembers us. We are so very sorry for your loss.

Rick and Dixie Grantham - March 23, 2021 at 05:38 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Gary Birk.

March 22, 2021 at 08:23 PM

The Birk and Underwood Families. purchased the
Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Gary Birk.

The Birk and Underwood Families. - March 22, 2021 at 07:02
PM


https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1135&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1135&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Gary Birk.

March 22, 2021 at 06:15 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Gary Birk.

March 22, 2021 at 05:37 PM

“See ya later, Gary”
“Not if | see you first, Karen”
Always in our hearts.

Karen Smoot - March 22, 2021 at 05:35 PM

@ - | had forgotten that! Perfect memory.. love you guys

yvonne - June 01, 2021 at 11:48 AM


https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.fordandsonsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

