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Dr. John R. Schoenberger, 62, of Cape Girardeau passed away Saturday
evening, March 6, 2011, at Southeast Hospital. He was born April 2, 1948, in
Murphysboro, Ill., son of John H. and Helen Hauner Schoenberger. He and
Brenda Jean Parks were married June 30, 1978. Together they raised two
children in Cape Girardeau, son Tech. Sgt. Michael Schoenberger and
daughter Liesl Schoenberger. Schoenberger graduated from St. Andrew's
School in Murphysboro in 1962 and Murphysboro High School in 1966, later
receiving the prestigious Distinguished Alumni Award from St. Andrew's. He
earned a degree in biology from St. Louis University in 1970 and a degree in
medicine from Loyola Chicago Stritch School of Medicine in 1980. He
completed his residency at Scott and White Hospital in Temple, Texas, before
moving to Cape Girardeau to start a solo practice in internal medicine. Board
certified in internal medicine, he practiced with compassion and devotion in
Cape Girardeau 25 years, famously beloved by his patients. He was known
for his attentive bedside manner and his strong and quiet ability to counsel.
He was a doctor of priests and referred to by his colleagues as a "physician's
physician." His resolutely independent nature kept him in solo medical
practice his entire life. Schoenberger was a member of St. Mary's Cathedral.
A man deeply devoted to his faith, he was a supporter of EWTN (Eternal Word
Television Network). As a marriage of his hippocratic ideology as a physician
and his faith, he was an avid pro-life advocate. He believed firmly and
positively in the absolute dignity of all human life. Though known as a quiet



and private man, he was quick-witted and always enjoyed a lively political
debate. Above all, he was a family man, forever putting his wife and children
at the forefront of his life. Survivors include his wife, Brenda; their children,
Tech. Sgt. Michael Schoenberger (Lori) of Whiteman AFB, Mo., and Liesl
Schoenberger of New Haven, Conn.; three grandchildren, Houston, Kaleigh
and Preston Schoenberger of Whiteman AFB; three sisters, Helen Kiel
(Robert) and Margie O'Leary (Michael) of Murphysboro, Cathy Barker
(Stephen) of Eldorado, Ill.; several nephews and nieces. Friends may call from
4 to 8 p.m. Thursday March 10, 2011 at Ford and Sons Mount Auburn Funeral
Home. Parish prayers will be at 7, followed by remembrances of his life and
the saying of the rosary. Funeral Mass will be at 10 a.m. Friday March 11,
2011 at St. Mary's Cathedral, with the Rev. James Seyer officiating. Burial will
be in St. Mary's Cemetery. Pallbearers will be his nephews, Matthew Kiel, Joe
Shields, Michael O'Leary, John Patrick O'Leary, Garret Barker and Chris
Barker. Memorial contributions may be made to Birthright, 2633 Hopper Road,
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701; St. Mary's Cathedral; Notre Dame Regional High
School; or the scholarship of your choice.
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Larry & Betty Essner family - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

We just wanted you to know that you and your family have been in
our thoughts and prayers during Dr. Schoenberger's illness and
now. You will never know how many people's lives were touched by
a simple act of kindness, love and caring. May God bless you and
your family. Betty & Larry Essner family

Vikki Trantham - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Brenda, Liesl, and Michael, Our love and prayers are with you. John
was so special to those of us who were privileged to enjoy the
pleasure of his company and his friendship. His example of a life so
well lived is a precious legacy to us all. Rarely in life does someone
pass through with such grace.

Lavona Benoit - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I'm so sorry to hear of the passing of Dr. Schoenberger. I worked at
SFMC and he was one of my favorite doctors. He had a nice
personality and I enjoyed working with him when he came on the
floor. He will be sorely missed. God Bless him and the family.

Garland & Viola Buck ( former patient) - May 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Garland and I send our deepest sympathy to you and your family
during this difficult time. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
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Karen M Blattner, MSW - Southeast Hospital - November 03, 2011 at 12:00 AM

Ms Schoenberger, Just wanted to extend my condolances to you
and your family - I worked with the transportation arrangements to
go to St Louis Hospital Saturday night - My deepest sympathy to
you and your family - Dr Schoenberger was always such a nice man
and a pleasure to work with. Karen M Blattner, Social Worker,
Southeast Hospital.

Hannah Schertz - October 03, 2011 at 12:00 AM

Brenda and Liesl, I have good memories of visiting with you on your
many treks to Bloomington with Liesl for violin lessons. I remember
John as a dedicated and fun loving parent. Jessamyn joins me in
sending our condolences and good thoughts. Hannah Schertz

Rhonda Zacharias - September 03, 2011 at 12:00 AM

Our family is deeply saddened as our community has lost a
wonderful man and physician. Dr. Schoenberger took wonderful
care of my Mother and Father for many years until he was no longer
seeing patients. He always took time to ask about their family, and
was happy to share about his own as he was so proud of his family.
Our hearts and prayers go out to you at this time. May God be with
you. Dr. John Schoenberger was a wondeful man. With deepest
sympathy. Rhonda Zacharias
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Rhonda Zacharias - September 03, 2011 at 12:00 AM

Our family is deeply saddened as our community has lost a
wonderful man and physician. Dr. Schoenberger took wonderful
care of my Mother and Father for many years until he was no longer
seeing patients. He always took time to ask about their family, and
was happy to share about his own as he was so proud of his family.
Our hearts and prayers go out to you at this time. May God be with
you. Dr. John Schoenberger was a wonderful man. With deepest
sympathy. Rhonda Zacharias


