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Dr. Charles Patterson "Charlie" McGinty Sr., 85, passed away Sunday, Oct.
31, 2010, in Cape Girardeau, with his beloved wife, Martha Lou, and their five
children at his bedside. He is survived by his wife; children, Becky Mocherman
(Rodger), Charles "Chuck" McGinty Jr. (Laura), Jane Courter, Dr. Frank
McGinty (Bipi), and Margaret Yates (Ted); 12 grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren. McGinty was born Feb. 19, 1925, in Guntersville, Ala., to Hilary
Herbert "H.H." McGinty and Minerva "Minnie Lou" Finney. They later moved to
Cape Girardeau when his father became pastor of First Baptist Church. His
sisters, Martha Oxenfeldt and Mary Pedaris, are living. He attended Franklin
Elementary School, where he first met his future wife of 67 years, Martha Lou
Foster, youngest daughter of Franklin Pierce Foster and Martha Ellen
McQueen Foster. He then went on to Cape Girardeau Central High School
where he was a member of the 1942 Central High School football team under
coach Lou Muegge that was undefeated and unscored upon, and then
Southeast Missouri State Teachers College (Southeast Missouri State
University) graduating in 24 months with B.S. and B.A. degrees while in the
U.S. Navy V-12 program. From there he went on to Washington University
School of Medicine in St. Louis for four years, graduating in 1949, and then
into a seven-year surgical residency training program at Washington
University and Barnes Hospital. Two of these years were spent at Fort
Leonard Wood as a military base surgeon. His chief residency year was
completed at St. Luke's Hospital in St. Louis in June 1955. After returning to



Cape Girardeau in July 1955 to start his practice, he became the first board-
certified general surgeon and member of The American College of Surgeons
in Southeast Missouri in 1957. He began practice with a multidisciplinary
surgical group. The Surgical Clinic Inc. was created in 1964 with Dr. Melvin C.
Kasten for the practice of general surgery. Later that decade, Dr. Jerry L.
Kinder and Dr. Robert S. Hunt joined the group. The group name was later
changed to Cape Girardeau Surgical Clinic in 1973. It continues to this day as
a six-man general surgery group independently serving both local hospitals
and a large area of Southeast Missouri and Southern Illinois. Later in his
career he served as medical director and physician for Southeast Missouri
Hospital Hospice Program, served as a medical expert for legal matters and
quality of care issues, performed workers compensation ratings and disability
determinations in cases of personal injury for the Social Security
Administration. His numerous contributions to medicine included president
and founding member of Missouri Chapter of the American College of
Surgeons, member of the Cancer Commission of The American College of
Surgeons for 10 years during which he traveled nationally to inspect cancer
programs for quality and certification, founding member of Southeast Missouri
Professional Standards Review Committee, vice president of Missouri State
Medical Association, president of Cape Girardeau County Medical Society,
president and one of the original planners of Cape Girardeau Doctors Park
Inc. He was a founding member of the Doctors Park Ambulatory Surgery
Center, the first ambulatory surgery center in Missouri. In addition, he was the
first surgeon to perform lung and esophageal surgery in Cape Girardeau,
instrumental in the first use of intestinal staplers, insertion of the first heart
pacemakers, first surgical treatment of abdominal aortic aneurysm, and
involved in recruitment of the first MD anesthesiologist to Cape Girardeau in
1960. Furthermore, he helped establish the first private ambulance service in
the area in the 1960s with George Rouse and later was involved in
campaigning for the successful passage of Missouri Senate Bill 238, which
concerned licensing and regulation of ambulance services and emergency



medical care in Missouri. He was involved in development of the first "Code
Blue" teams for response to cardiac arrest in the hospitals and emergency
rooms, the first intensive care units in the hospitals, the use of Total Parenteral
Nutrition for nutritional support in surgical patients, and the first to use a
"respirator" (brought by the highway patrol from St. Louis) to treat a patient
with a crushed chest. Numerous medical and professional society
memberships included The American College of Surgeons, The American
Board of Surgery where he served as an examiner for the certification
examination, Missouri Chapter of the American College of Surgeons, Missouri
State Surgical Society, Missouri State Medical Association, Society for
Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, Missouri Professional Standards Review
Council, Southeast Missouri Professional Standards Review Organization,
and the Cape Girardeau County Medical Society during which he served as
president and editor of the County Medical Journal. Local hospital medical
staff positions included medical staff president, Credentials Committees,
Cancer Committees, Institutional Review Committees, Pain Management
Team (during which the Patient Controlled Analgesia (PCA pump) was
started), member of the hospital board of directors, and member of the St.
Louis-Cape Girardeau Community Clinical Oncology Program. He published
numerous articles, videos and editorials concerning general surgery and
medical politics, the most notable two of which concern the early development
of stapled intestinal anastomoses, which now is known in stapling textbooks
as the "McGinty Method." He was always "teaching" nurses, assistants and
operating room staff and many still talk about their learning experiences with
him. He was a true surgical pioneer for Southeast Missouri and our local
medical community, an innovator ahead of his time in many ways, and a
tireless advocate, defender and spiritual saint for many of his patients. No one
came between him and his patients best interest.
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Kevin Alfultis - March 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

My deepest condolences. Your dad saved my life 27 years ago. In
1983 I was in a car wreck that crushed my rib cage and tore my
right lung from the trachea. He put me back together and then
fought with me....to keep off the SEMO Baseball team that Fall.
Every day we went thru the same story, him explaining that, "son, if
you run into a wall, dive for a ball..I'll never be able to put you back
together." I think of him often especially when I have a chest xray
and they ask, "What happened to you?" I owe my life to him. You
will all be in my prayers. God Bless!

PAT LAFONT AND FAMILY - March 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Chuck we are sorry for your families loss we will pray for your
peace.

KATHY FULBRIGHT - March 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

DEAR FAMILY, DR. McGinty was such a fine person. I started to
work at Southeast Hospital in 1983 and was walking down the hall
one day when he stopped me and he said "Sis do you know who
makes a great secretary at this hospital, I certainly did not know
how to reply but, he gave that big laugh and said the ones that walk
around with a pencil behind their ears." I was so glad to have that
pen behind my ear that day. He was a pleasure to work with and
very kind and courteous to all of us. My prayers are with your family.
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Mrs. Bessie M. Shrum - February 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

While living in Cape Girardeau during the late 1950's I was a patient
of Dr. McGinty. I found him to be a very dedicated caring physician
and I had a great respect for him as a person. My husband and I
extend our sincere sympathy to you...his family.

Rhodes, L. - February 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

When I was 9 Dr. M. removed a potentially cancerous cyst from my
face. The scar is long faded, but never my memories of this gentle
caring doctor. Being nine, a simple country child come to the big city
of Cape, spending three nights in the hospital; my b/p sky rocketed.
There were other medical issues discovered, but none really related
to my b/p..."If you'll just let me go home I'll be o.k." and with a
twinkle in his eye and impish smile on his face, he replied "I bet
you're right." He let me go home. He was my HERO for that and as I
returned for check ups he engaged me in conversations that were
beyond the scope of my understanding...I loved it. Years later after
returning to Southeast Hospital as a nurse we had the opportunity to
meet again; he remembered the little girl with the outragiously
elevated b/p. (or at least he said he did :). He was a wealth of
knowledge,,,a walking resource text,,,he was fun and funny,,,he
demanded your best when caring for his patients,,,It was sad to
read of his passing..He impacted my "living". God be with you all.


